PSA Women’s Caucus – 3rd Biannual Meeting

7:30-8:50 AM, Saturday, Nov. 6, 2008 at the Hyatt Regency, Montreal 

1. Introductions/Attendance: Sharyn Clough, Karola Stotz, Holly Andersen, Kathryn Plaisance, Melissa Jacquart, Sandra Mitchell, Doreen Fraser, Laura Ruetsche, Laura Felline, Dana Tulodziecki, Julia Bursten, Laura Perini, Karen Zwier, Rosa Runhardt, Heidi Grasswick, Susan Sterrett, Nancy Nersesson, Helen Longino, Anya Plutynski, Andrea Woody, Cailin O’Connor, Monika Piotrowska,  Vivian Weil, Stephanie Ruphy, Elisabeth Lloyd, Nancy Cartwright, Heather Douglas, Karen Frost-Arnold, Janet Kourany, Lindley Darden, Nancy Hall, Roberta Millstein, Anne Hiskes, Rachel Ankeny, Hanne Andersen, Kristina Rolin,  Sharon Crasnow,  Inmaculada de Melo-Martin, Joyce Haustad, Marta Halina, Emi Iwatani, Sophia Efstathiou, Susan Hawthorne, Kathleen Okruhlik, Kristen Intemann, Lisa Gannett, Janet Stemwedel, Kristin Shrader-Frechette, Alexander Bradner, Miriam Solomon, Alisa Bokulich, Sarah Richardson. 
Demographic note: 32 members were in attendance at the inaugural meeting, not including three guest members of the HSS Women’s Caucus. In 2008 we were 41. This time we are 52! (Solomon reported that she counted 60 this time, so the count of 52, based on who signed in, clearly does not reflect everyone who was there for at least some portion of the meeting)

2. Agenda: Approved (M/S by Crasnow/Stemwedel)

3. Minutes: Minutes prepared by Clough from last meeting were approved (M/S by Crasnow/Intemann)

4. Business Arising: 

· Ongoing concern about the PSA Program Committee’s failure to follow the rule that individuals cannot appear on the PSA program more than once

· Returning to a two-tiered call for papers might help (earlier deadline for contributed papers, later call for symposia and workshops)

· Intemann volunteered to write a letter to the PSA Governing Board addressing the concern but not committing us to any particular enforcement mechanism

· Millstein passed on an anonymous concern about the on-line posting of photos taken at these breakfast meetings and moved (seconded by Mitchell) that we continue to take the pictures and that they would continue to be posted on-line (with the proviso that anyone could ask to have their individual picture taken down if they wanted to). Motion passed.

5. PSA Membership Report: prepared by Solomon (report is attached)
6. Women’s Caucus Prize: Intemann announced that the prize committee (Intemann, Ruetsche, and Alison Wylie – absent) could not decide between Lloyd’s book The Case of the Female Orgasm: Bias in the Science of Evolution and Richardson’s essay "Sexes, species, and genomes: Why males and females are not like humans and chimpanzees" so awarded both! (photos of the winners attached, each receives a check for $250.00)

· $1, 936.00 was raised for the award (this info came out of Item 7 on the agenda - Financial Report)

· some feedback suggested that more money would have been collected if the prize did not designate best essay/book in “feminist philosophy of science,” but simply best essay/book by a woman philosopher of science.

· Consensus developed that we wanted to keep the acknowledgement of feminist work, but perhaps add another award with another source of funding for work done by women

· Solomon, Clough, Crasnow, and de Melo-Martin volunteered to work on putting together/funding for this second award project

8. CFP for European Society for Philosophy of Science (EPSA): Rolin invited contributions for the next meeting (Oct 2011) which will be in Athens Greece. The deadline is in Feb. 2011. More details are available on their website.
9. Report from the June 2010 meeting of the International Association for Women Philosophers (IAPh): Barker reported that the recent meeting at the University of Western Ontario in London ON, had focused on values and science, and went very well. It was only the second time that the IAPh had met in N. America. Attendees represented 10 different countries; there were 79 papers, 2 panels and 5 keynote addresses.

10. Listserv, website, and directory report: Millstein continues to keep us in the high-tech loop to better reach out to new members and keep us in touch with each other. More of us need to use the list-serve!  The desirability of creating a directory on the website, with affiliations, areas, etc., where Caucus members could choose to include all, some, or none of their information, was discussed. Motion to create such a directory, passed.
11. Blog Possibility: following on this theme, Stemwedel volunteered to set up a blog for the women’s caucus (And it’s already done! Have a peek! Leave a comment! http://psawomenscaucusblog.wordpress.com/2010/11/06/hello-world/)

12. Clarifying our mandate and how to fulfill it: Mitchell pointed out that one activity in which we could engage would be to write Chairs of Program Committees/Conference Organizers when conference programs featured too few women. Kingma pointed out that the Women Philosopher’s Blog already does this and has a template available for an appropriate letter. Motion to have Mitchell and Kingma contact the Blog owners and borrow the template to send out when appropriate, approved.

13. Revisit our Governance Structure: Okruhlik/Intemann reported on the pros and cons of having a Sr/Jr duo share the Chairship, and also suggested we add a position of Secretary/Treasurer. Motion to keep the Chairship as is and revisit the question after 2 years and add a Secretary/Treasurer, passed.

14. Elections: Intemann completed her two-year position as Jr Chair, Holly Andersen was elected to replace her, by acclamation. Sharon Crasnow was elected by acclamation for the position of Secretary/Treasurer.

15. Other Business: None

16. Adjourn (M/S by a chorus of voices too hard to individuate ()

Minutes compiled by Sharyn Clough (sharyn.clough@oregonstate.edu)
